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This month in airport
history
In October 2009 Masten Space
Systems won the annual (for 4
years) Northrop Grumman Lunar Lander Challenge. The challenge was a competition funded
by NASA’s Centennial Challenges program and offered prizes to
teams who launched a vertical
takeoff/vertical landing rocket
that achieved the delta-v needed
for a vehicle to move between
the surface of the moon and its
orbit. 2009 was the last year of
the Lunar Lander Challenge.
Masten competed against six
other teams and won 2nd Prize
for Level 1 on October 7, 2009
with rocket “Xombie” and 1st
Prize for Level 2 on October 30,
2009 with rocket “Xoie”

FAA-AST Awards Virgin Galactic
Operator License for SpaceShip Two
Virgin Galactic started out the month of August with two huge milestones. The first, incredibly exciting piece of news is that the United States Federal Aviation Administration’s Office of Commercial
Space Transportation (FAA-AST) granted Virgin Galactic with an Operator’s License. This award is
what ultimately permits commercial operations of SpaceShip Two. Receiving the license comes after
extensive amounts of work and many years of in-depth interaction with the FAA. The process includes
a review of the vehicle’s system design, safety analysis, and flight trajectory analysis.

The FAA-AST

awarded Virgin Galactic with the Operator’s License on August 1, 2016.
VSS Unity has also continued to quickly move forward in the testing phase. On August 1st it completed a successful taxi test with Range Rover Autobiography provided by Virgin Galactic’s partner Land
Rover (pictured below). Successful taxi tests are an important step toward the flight test program.
Successful testing outside of the Virgin Galactic hangar continues.

Upcoming Events:

Board Meeting

10/4

Blood Drive

10/4

Senator Fuller Office
Hours

10/6

Plane Crazy Saturday

10/15

Board Meeting

10/18

Congressman McCarthy
Office Hours

10/28

Happy Halloween!

10/31

Team SYNERGY MOON
Interorbital, based out of Mojave Air
& Space Port, will be participating in
the $30 Million Google Lunar XPRIZE
as part of Team SYNERGY MOON.
XPRIZE officially verified Team SYNERGY as part of the global competition in early September. The goal is
land a privately funded, unmanned
spacecraft on the moon by December
31, 2017. They are joining two
other XPRIZE verified teams, SpaceIL

and Moon Express.
SYNERGY plans to use a Neptune 8
rocket, built and launched by Interorbital Systems, to carry a lunar lander
and rover. The Neptune 8 rocket will
be designed and built right here, at
Mojave Air & Space Port. They hope
to launch off the California coast
during the later part of 2017.
The team was cofounded in 2009 by
Kevin Myrick and Nebjsa Stanojevic

and includes individuals from 15
countries. They have two goals,
creating an alternative launch vehicle
and process, and getting more people
excited about the space age. Said Co
-founder Kevin Myrick of the Interorbital partnership, “ Partnering with
launch provider Interorbital Systems
allowed the team to aggressively
pursue both goals.

On Tuesday October 4
Houchin once again held
a blood drive at Mojave
Air & Space Port. 40 donors came and participated in the drive saving up
to 120 lives.
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Blood drives are held every 8 weeks in Legacy
Park parking lot right
here at Mojave Air &
Space Port.
Thank you to all those
who donate!

@mojaveairport

Imagination Flies Here
Congratulations to CEO Karina Drees
who welcomed a new baby into her family this month!

Sometimes, flying seems too Godlike to be attained by
man. Sometimes, the world from above seems too beautiful, too wonderful, too distant for human eyes to see.
-Charles A. Lindbergh

Photo of the Month
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747 to Burning Man
One of the most popular questions
asked by visitors to Mojave Air &
Space Port is “What is happening with
all of those big airplanes in the boneyard”? While many of those aircraft
ultimately get scrapped, a few end up
going to cool different homes. For example, one is at Universal StudiosHollywood and can be seen during the
“Studio Tour” and another was turned
into a unique Malibu home. Most recently, a group of artists turned one of
the 747s in the boneyard into an art
display for Burning Man. The aircraft
was displayed during the annual festival in Nevada at the beginning of September. According to project members
only part of the nose was displayed
this year, but they plan to add more of
the aircraft to the installation in future years.

